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On 23rd August we were privileged to be guests at Balmuto Castle when Bruce Boswell gave a tour of the Castle, telling
us the history of the house and hosted the delicious lunch. Owing to Dr Susan Rennie having to cancel, Dr Andrew
Boswell, at short notice, gave us an interesting resume of how Thomas Boswell, a fourth son of an early Balmuto
Boswell became 1st of Auchinleck in 1504. At least 4 direct descendants of Thomas were present.
Dane Love has now edited the new 5th Booklet of past speeches but declines taking over organisation of the Society.
At the American Museum in Bath on 12th October we welcomed Professor Norma Clarke from London University who
gave an absorbing talk on the new book 'The Club' concerning those literary and artistic men living in London at the
time of Boswell and Johnson.
At Auchinleck on 30th October owing to Dr J Caudle having to cancel, the Presidential Speech was based on James
Boswell's own words about his uncle Dr John Boswell, his cousin Robert Boswell WS who was born at Auchinleck, and
Sir Alexander Dick, his friend. James Boswell's insatiable thirst led him to sharing with all three many cups of tea (over
100). A final Toast “James Boswell “The Tea Drinker” was given by Joan Boswell.
David and Joan, now 92, having looked after the Society since 2001, will retire after the 2020 Lichfield Meeting and
AGM when Professor Gordon Turnbull is coming from Yale. The first time they attended a Johnson Society meeting
there Professor Pottle from Yale was the speaker which seems a fitting culmination.
They leave the Lichfield Meeting and AGM in the capable hands of Treasurer Richard Davies and his sister Marilyn.
There is a statue of James Boswell next to Dr Johnson in the Market Place.
Auchinleck meetings can be held on the Auchinleck Estate in the admirable Coachhouse but it has been suggested we
revert to August when Gordon Hoyle held them to coincide with the Edinburgh Festival. This needs a group of goodhearted Ayrshire Folk to form a small committee to maintain the Society's Roots. Volunteers please contact the
Secretary, Rose Boswell.
Seasons Greetings
Rose Boswell

…...................................................................................................................................................................
Monday 2nd March 2020 at 12.30 at the Guildhall
I would like to attend the lunch at The Guildhall and enclose a cheque for £25 made payable to 'The Boswell Society'
Name …………………………………………

Guest …………………………….

Please return slip by 2th February to:
Marilyn Davies at Cricket Malherbie, 18 Cricket Lane, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS14 9ED

